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Amendments t the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims: 

1. - 41. Cancelled 

42. (New) A system for delivering and deploying a prosthesis, the system 

comprising: 

the prosthesis, comprising a graft and an underlying stent, the graft having a 
connected end that is attached to the stent and a free end that is not attached to the stent; 

a first member for releasably retaining at least a portion of the underlying stent 
in a compressed configuration; 

at least one second, non-sheath member for releasably retaining at least the free 
end of the graft in a compressed configuration. 

43. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the first member comprises a 

sheath. 

44. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the prosthesis is self-expanding. 

45. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein at least a portion of the first 
member is positioned between the stent and the graft. 

46. (New) The system of claim 45, wherein the second member retains the 
free end of the graft in contact with the first member. 

47. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the second member comprises a 

suture. 

48. (New) The system of claim 47, wherein the suture comprises a slipknot 
adapted to be untied to release the free end of the graft. 

49. (New) The system of claim 47 further comprising a member adapted to 
cut the suture to release the free end of the graft. 
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50. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the second member comprises an 

adhesive. 

51. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the second member comprises a 
crochet weave. 

52. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the stent has a covered portion 
that is covered by the graft when the prosthesis is in an expanded configuration, and at least 
one uncovered portion that is not covered by the stent in the expanded configuration. 

53. (New) The system of claim 52, wherein the system further comprises a 
third member for releasably retaining the uncovered portion of the stent. 

54. (New) The system of claim 53, wherein the third member comprises a 
crochet weave. 

55. (New) The system of claim 42, wherein the second member comprises a 
removable wrapper adapted to be removed before delivery of the prosthesis into a body lumen. 

56. (New) The system of claim 42 further comprising a movable member 
adapted to interface with the second member, the second member being releasable in response 
to movement of the movable member. 

57. (New) The system of claim 56, wherein the movable member comprises 
an inner core underlying the stent and longitudinally slidable relative to the stent. 

58. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the second member comprises a 
slot in the first member and a portion of the graft disposed within the slot and retained between 
the inner core and the first member in a first position of the inner core relative to the first 
member, but releasable in a second position of the inner core relative to the first member. 

59. (New) The system of claim 57, wherein the second member comprises a 
suture and the inner core comprises a cutter positioned to cut the suture upon movement of the 
inner core a predetermined distance in a predetermined direction. 

60. (New) The system of claim 55, wherein the removable wrapper is a heat- 
set wrapper and the graft is heat set in the compressed configuration, the graft adapted to 
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remain in the heat-set compressed configuration until the stent begins to expand and 
intraluminal fluid flows between the stent and the graft. 

61. (New) A system for delivering and deploying a prosthesis, the system 

comprising: 

the prosthesis, comprising a graft and an underlying stent, the graft having a 
connected end that is attached to the stent and a free end that is not attached to the stent; and 

a first member for releasably retaining at least a portion of the underlying stent 
in a compressed configuration; 

the graft fixed in a compressed configuration over the first member without aid of 
a second member during introduction of the system into a body lumen and adapted to remain 
in the compressed configuration until the stent begins to expand and intraluminal fluid flows 
between the stent and the graft. 

62. (New) The system of claim 61, wherein the graft is heat-set in the 
compressed configuration. 

63. (New) The system of claim 61, further comprising a removable wrapper 
covering the prosthesis. 

64. (New) A method for delivering and deploying a prosthesis, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a prosthesis comprising a graft and an underlying stent, the 
graft having a connected end that is attached to the stent and a free end that is not attached to 
the stent, 

(b) mounting the prosthesis on a delivery system including releasably 
retaining the stent in a compressed configuration using a first member and fixing the graft in a 
compressed configuration over the first member; 

(c) introducing the delivery system into a body lumen without a second 
member present to hold the graft in the compressed configuration; 
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(d) removing the first member to allow at least a portion of the stent to 
expand and intraluminal fluid to flow between the stent and the graft, releasing the graft from 
the compressed configuration. 

65. (New) The method of claim 64, wherein step (b) comprises heat setting 
the graft in the compressed configuration. 

66. (New) The method of claim 65 further comprising heat setting a 
protective wrapper over the graft and then removing the protective wrapper prior to step (c). 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Paul F. Prestia, Reg. No. 23,031 
Attorney for Applicant 



PFP/bgd 
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